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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The application has been examined. Claims 1 - 21 are pending in this office 
action. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 2 - 13, 16, 19 - 21 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claims 2-13 and 16 in their preamble recite "a method for creating and 

retrieving data records as defined by claim", Since it depends on the method of another 
claim the preamble of the claims should be corrected to state "the method for creating 
and retrieving data records as defined by claim". 

Claims 19-21 in their preamble recite "a computer program product as defined 
by claim 18 wherein". Since it depends on the product of claim 18 the preamble of the 
claims should be corrected to state "the computer program product as defined by claim 
18". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification sliall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
Indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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The claims in their preamble recite "a computer program product embodying the 
method", it is not clear as to how the method would be embodied in the product. 

5. Claim 3 recites the limitation "said character identifiers" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1 - 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Wheeler etal. ('Wheeler' herein after) (US 6,738.759 B1). 

With respect to claim 1 , 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records comprising the 
steps of: 

- organizing a plurality of categories into a plurality of hierarchical levels (column 9 
lines 20 - 32, Wheeler); 

- assigning a category identifier to each respective of said plurality of categories, 
said category identifier including the identifier for each category linked to said 
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each respective category in each of said plurality of hierarchical levels that is 
above said level of said each respective category (column 1 lines 12-29, 
Wheeler); 

- creating a plurality of data records for a plurality of data entries, each of said data 
entries having at least one attribute that corresponds to one of said categories 
(column 13 lines 15-35 and 42 - 51 , Wheeler); 

- storing said category identifier that corresponds to said at least one attribute of 
each particular data entry in said data record for said particular data entry 
(column 13 lines 52 - 67 and column 14 lines 1 - 6, Wheeler); 

- receiving a query that corresponds to one or more of said categories (column 8 
lines 65 - 67 and column 9 lines 1 - 3, Wheeler); and 

- retrieving at least one of said data records that include a category identifier 
corresponding to said query (Figure 25 and column 22 lines 38 - 49, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 2, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 1 and further including the step of storing said category identifiers in a look-up 
table, and using said look-up table to create said data records and to process said 
query (Figure 14 and column 15 lines 18-36, Wheeler). 



With respect to claim 3, 
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Wheeler discloses a method for creating data records as defined by claim 1 
wherein said character identifiers comprise alphanumeric strings (column 3 lines 9-13, 
Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 4, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 1 wherein said query corresponds to a plurality of categories related by at least 
one Boolean logic operator (Figure 4a, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 5, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 1 and further including the steps of assigning a weighting to at least a portion 
of said categories (column 13 lines 24 - 31 , Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 6, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 5 wherein the method further includes the step of using said weightings to 
respond to said query (column 13 lines 9-19, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 7, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 6 wherein the step of using said weightings comprises selecting one of said 
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data records containing a higher weighted category identifier that corresponds to said 
one or more category contained in said query over a second of said data records that 
contains a lower weighted category identifier that corresponds to said one or more 
category contained in said query (column 13 lines 26 - 39, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 8, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 5 and further including the step of including said weighting in said category 
identifier (column 23 lines 2-11, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 9, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 5 wherein said weighting is represented by at least one alphanumeric 
character (column 23 lines 1-11, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 10, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 5 wherein the method further includes the step of using said query to modify at 
least one of said weightings (column 14 lines 35 - 54, Wheeler). 



With respect to claim 1 1 , 
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Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 1 wherein said query includes a user identifier, and wherein the method further 
includes the step of using said query to determine a category weighting for said user 
(column 14 lines 64 - 67 and column 15 lines 1-15, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 12, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 11 and further including the steps of storing said user category weightings in a 
user look-up table that includes user category weightings for a plurality of users (column 
15 lines 18-36, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 13, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 1 1 wherein the step of using said query to determine a category weighting for 
said user comprises changing a stored user weighting for categories contained in said 
query (column 14 lines 35 - 54, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 14, 

Wheeler discloses a computer program product embodying the method of claim 
1, the computer program product including computer executable instructions embedded 
in a computer readable medium that when read by a computer cause the computer to 
execute the steps of the method (rejected on the same grounds as claim 1 above). 
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With respect to claim 15, 

Wheeler discloses a computer program product as defined by claim 14, wherein 
the program instructions when executed further cause the computer to provide a 
graphical user interface (Figure 7 element 44 and column 9 lines 20 - 32, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 16, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating and retrieving data records as defined 
by claim 1 wherein each of said category identifier embody implicit knowledge regarding 
the placement of the category identifier within said hierarchical arrangement of 
categories (column 16 lines 43 - 58, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 17, 

Wheeler discloses a method for creating data records comprising the steps of: 

- creating a hierarchical structure of a plurality of categories linked over a plurality 
of descending levels (column 9 lines 20 - 32, Wheeler); 

- assigning a category identifier to each respective of said plurality of categories, 
said category identifier corresponding to one of said plurality of descending levels 
and including the identifier for each category linked thereto in each of said 
plurality of levels that is above said level of said each respective category to 
thereby embody implicit knowledge in said category identifier (column 1 lines 12 
- 29, Wheeler); 
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- creating a data record for each of a plurality of data entries, each of said data 
entries having a plurality of attributes that correspond to one each of said 
categories (column 13 lines 15-35 and 42 - 51 , Wheeler); 

- storing said category identifiers that correspond to said attributes of said each 
respective data entry in said data record of said respective data entry (column 1 3 
lines 52 - 67 and column 14 lines 1-6, Wheeler); and 

- applying a weighting to at least a portion of said categories (column 1 3 lines 24 - 
31, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 18, 

Wheeler discloses a computer program product for creating and retrieving data 
records, the program product including computer executable instructions stored on a 
computer readable medium, the executable steps when executed causing a computer 
to: 

- create a hierarchical structure of a plurality of categories linked over a plurality of 
descending levels (column 9 lines 20 - 32, Wheeler); 

- assign a category identifier to each respective of said plurality of categories, said 
category identifier including the identifier for each category linked to said each 
respective category in each of said plurality of levels that is above said level of 
said each respective category (column 1 lines 12-29, Wheeler); 

- create a plurality of data records for a plurality of data entries, one each of said 
plurality of data records corresponding to one each of said plurality of data 
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entries, each of said data entries having at least one attribute that corresponds to 
one of said categories (column 1 3 lines 15-35 and 42 - 51 , Wheeler); 

- store said category identifier that correspond to said at least one attribute of each 
particular data entry in said data record for said particular data entry (column 13 
lines 52 - 67 and column 14 lines 1-6, Wheeler); 

- receive a query that corresponds to one or more of said categories (column 8 
lines 65 - 67 and column 9 lines 1-3, Wheeler); and 

- retrieve all of said data records that include a category identifier corresponding to 
said query (Figure 25 and column 22 lines 38 - 49, Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 19, 

Wheeler discloses a computer program product as defined by claim 18 wherein 
the executable instructions when executed further cause said computer to apply a 
weighting to at least a portion of said categories, said weighting operative to rank said 
categories within one of said plurality of levels (column 13 lines 24 - 31 , Wheeler). 

With respect to claim 20, 

Wheeler discloses a computer program product as defined by claim 18 wherein 
said query includes a user identifier, and wherein the executable instructions when 
executed further cause said computer to modify a stored user weighting corresponding 
to said user identifier in said query and based on said categories specified in said query 
(column 14 lines 64 - 67 and column 15 lines 1-15, Wheeler). 
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With respect to claim 21 , 

Wheeler discloses a computer program product as defined by claim 18 wherein 
said query corresponds to a particular category on a particular level, and wherein the 
executable instructions cause the computer to retrieve all of said data records that 
include said category identifier for categories linked to said particular category on levels 
below said particular level (column 12 lines 5-20 and column 15 lines 18-36, 
Wheeler). 
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